Hz. Peygamber'in hayatı ile ilgili bilgiler, onun sünnetini kendisine rehber edinmeyi hedefleyen tüm Müslümanlar için çok büyük bir önem ifade etmektedir. Buna bağlı olarak İslam Tarihi boyunca onun ahlâkı, kişiliği ve yaşam tarzı ile ilgili çok büyük bir literatür insanlığın dikkatine sunulmuştur. Bu çalışmada, bu geniş literatürün Türkiye Cumhuriyetinin kuruluşu sonrasındaki seyrine odaklanılmış, 1923-2015 yılları arasında Türkiye'deki üniversitelerde doğrudan Hz. Peygamber'in sireti ile ilgili yapılan çalışmalar yüksek lisans ve doktora düzeyi dikkate alınarak yabancı araştırmacıların dikkatine sunulmuştur. Siret ile ilişkili çalışmaların isim olarak tespitinin yanısıra, bu çalışmaların tarihsel olgu ve olaylarla ilişkisinin de irdelendiği bu makalede, ortak özelliklerinden hareketle dönemler belirlenmiş ve genel olarak ortaya çıkan eserlerin mahiyeti hakkında değerlendirmeler yapılmıştır.
Introduction
The aim of this paper is to examine the academic sirah literature which was written in Turkish during the Turkish Republican period in terms of their structure and place in the Turkish academia. This analysis is encompassing the Phd and master thesis which were completed in the Turkish Universities. This critical appraisal will not include the seperate examination of the each work instead of this, it will focus on the chronology and the general character of these studies. We will look through the period of Republic of Turkey by taking into consideration of its transformation process -especially landmark points of Turkish Higher Education-under the three main periods which are : 1923-1949, 1949-1982, 1982-2014 .
First Period ( 1923-1949)
At the first period there were very few studies on sirah as this term was correspond to the beginning of the new Turkish Republic. Because of the social and political discussions about the relationship between state and religion in Turkey (Kaymakcan, 2008: 449-460) until 1949 there was no permanent institution which teaches and make researches on Islam. At the beginning of new republic a Faculty of Theology has been established in Istanbul in 1924 within the Dar al-funun, but in 1933, this faculty was closed when Dar alFunun was converted into the Istanbul University. (Ayhan, 1999: 31) During this term we can't find any thesis, but a few articles on sirah. 1 Peygamber ' in Şemâili] Ataturk University, (Supervisor: İbrahim Canan) • Ateş, Ali Osman (1989 
Appraisal and Conclusion
Having examined the sirah related academic researches in Turkey, we can divide them into three groups acording to their topics.1) Thesis which can be accepted as a historical research 2) Thesis which can be characterized as a literature studies 3) Thesis which approaches sirah related topics as a study area of social sciences.
The number of the first group master and Phd thesis which were completed mostly in the Islamic History Departments of the Divinity Faculties are 69. Whilst 55 of these studies are master thesis, the other 14 are Phd thesis. The topics covered in these thesis can be stated mainly about "the humane aspects 2 , characteristics 3 and concerns 4 of the Prophet (pbuh)", or a case study like the "the exile of various religious groups" 5 , or "the bibliographies of considerable persons in the golden age like Hazrat Aisha" 6 .
The number of master and Phd thesis which can be stated as a literature studies are 11 and as far as we could determine 8 out of them are master thesis whilst 3 others are Phd dissertations. 7 The aim of these thesis which were predominantly finished at Literature Faculties are not to admit sirah as a research area but mainly to analyze sirah studies which were written at pre-modern times in terms of their language and literature.
Dissertations which scrutinizes sirah related topics with the perspective of Islamic and social sciences constitutes the largest category in terms of their quantity. 72 master, 22 Phd in a total of 94 dissertations were completed with this aproach. The highest number of thesis are mainly in two different areas: Hadith and Religious Education. The relation between Hadith and Sirah can explain why more thesis connected to Hadith studies than other Islamic sciences. At the same time the status of the Prophet (pbuh) as a model for all Muslims can explain the great interest on Sirah in the area of Religious Education in Turkey. 8 The short appraisal of the academic sirah literature in outline above, demonstrates that, the studies on sirah in Turkey did not reach sufficient grade in terms of their topics and structure. Alongside academically qualified researchs on sirah, decriptive approach towards sirah topics rather than analytic mentality affected the quality of most of the studies. Herein, the observation of the increasing number of young researchers, who can eligible to write and read in different foreign languages and who are conversant in different areas in the Turkish academia, in recent years is feeding the hope about the near future.
